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<9HE DEGO^ATOOJ? AND FU^NISHEfe, 




DECORATIVE NOTES. 



NOVEL receptacle for holding flowers may be 

made at small expense. Take three large, 

wooden spoons and set them up tripod fashion. 

Fit in a small, iron cauldron, with its handle 

removed, or a child's tin bucket ; paint or gild 

the entire structure. Decorate with bow of 

ribbon or length of soft silk round the centre. 

The Harvard book shelves may be made 

quite a feature in boudoirs or sleeping rooms, 

by enamelling in white and painting the rods with gold paint. 

White ponge curtains, hung on a draw-string or tiny brass 

rod, protect the brie- a brae or books from dust. 

Carved wooden brush boxes to hang up in the hall to hold 
hat and clothes brushes, are both useful and ornamental. 

Nut crackers of blue and white china and silver, in the 
shape of a letter press are new, pretty, and rather expensive. 

All table decorations are low; twigs, leaves on flowers, polished 
or gilded, are massed in the centre and radiate thence to the four 
corners. 

Small market baskets, with handle and lid, can be converted 
into delightful work receptacles, by being lined with pretty 
cretonne, soft silk, or art muslin, fluted and full, with a length 
wound round the handle and finished off in a rosette at one side. 

A Venetian flower holder may be made of the wire or wooden 
holders, which are sold for the purpose of hanging cloaks and 
overcoats. Small wooden buckets or tin pails are suspended from 
the hooks and filled with cut or growing flowers. The holders 
should be decorated with green and bronze. 

A convenient photograph holder may be made of a cedar 
box, 8 by 10 inches square, with straight, stiff, wooden handles. 
A loop of ribbon should be stretched across from one handle to 
the other and tied in a smart bow. 

A pretty way of fastening steamer chair cushions and rolls, 
is to embroider straps that hold the cushion or pillow, with 
initials and appropriate mottoes. All the letters, however, mast 
be embroidered lengthwise in "the new artistic style, now pre- 
vailing, which mades them much easier to read than if embroid- 
ered the other way. 

A new style of tea cloth is of white linen with a |ew swallows 
worked in neutral shades, skimming over the surface, with several 
resting on railings forming a border all around. 

Three tea cloths, a white, lemon and crimson one, each one 
embroidered in silk and gold, done up in a packet, tied 
together with 'a sash of white Moire, set off with a spray of 
orange flowers, made a handsome and useful bridal present. 

Painted battledores are another style of wall decoration, 
beautifully painted with ribbon twisted round the handle, and 
a ruche of satin ribbon, or a fall of colored balls or pompours 
round the edge. The parchment surface is delightful to paint 
upon. 

People in America, as well as Paris, have been going crazy 
lately over the Louis XIV and Louis XVI style of house furniture 
and decoration, and the rivalry between the worshippers of the 
two has been carried to an absurd length. I doubt, however, if 
there are any Americans who have gone so far as a certain 
Count, of whom we read, who has built a fine house in the 
Champs- Elysees quarter ; so scrupulously has he followed out the 
smallest details of the age of Louis XIV., that, in order to avoid 
an anachromism, he has actually sold a fine collection of paint- 
ings by artists of the last century. Everything, from beds to 
tongs at the fireplace, is strictly Louis XIV. Could anything be 
more absurd than this ? Not that I object to a revival of any 
old fashion or fancy that has anything to recommend it, but to 
do away with modern good, simply to replace it with antique 
bad, is certainly very bad taste to say the least. It is not only 
" looking backward," but growing backward with a vengeance. 
What will this nineteenth century Count do for matches, for in- 
stance, in his seventeenth century house ? Will he light his fires 
and cigars with flint and steel ? What will he do for a thousand 
and one other . modern inventions and appliances needful for 
domestic comfort ? Will he take his airings in a lumbering coach, 
built after the style of the clumsy vehicles which carried Louis 
XIV. and his gay court over the wretched roads of which every 
one complained at that time? Will he extinguish the gas and 
electric lights at night and go about preceded by half a dozen 
torch bearers. 

A San Francisco cardholder, according to a London paper, is 
made of a lute draped with silk, with a fringed edging and fes- 
toons of ribbon in the bright colors peculiar to the country. 

One of the prettiest wall pockets imaginable, may be made 
with two Japanese fans. They should be fastened together with 
copper wire, and a piece of folded tin pushed down as far as it 
will go. This receptacle will be found just large enough to hold 
a little wood earth, which in its turn will afford a resting place 
for a moderade sized Lardy fern, which must be surrounded by 
moss. It is surprising how long a fern will flourish if planted in 
this way. It should be hung though in a moderately shady 



place, and once or twice a week must be watered with a fine 
rose on the, spout of the watering can. 

Card receivers and jewel cases are made of toy carts, the 
long handle is shortened and gilded as well as the wheels. They 
are lined with satin and sachet powder and the outside decorated 
with lace and ribbon bows. 

The Ning Po fans, sold for a quarter, are made into a vari- 
ety of work baskets and wall pockets. They are lined with 
satin trimmed with bows and turned up into any number of 
quaint shapes ; one turn across the bottom, the two sides folded 
in, with a bow at each corner and loop to hang up by, makes a 
pretty receptacle for letters, photographs, etc., etc. A work-basket 
is arranged by fitting a small cushion at the point and turning 
over the side so as to form a deep hollow. A pale green fan 
decorated with orange bows is a good combination, while the 
dark red ones are pretty with bows of a little lighter shade of 
red. The stiff handles which run through the center must, of 
course, be removed before attempting to shape the fan. 

Not only are the commonest kitchen utensils painted, gilded 
and used for decorative purposes, but many decorators have 
gone farther and invaded the woodshed and work. The most 
ingenious of these later adaptations, is the large portfolio for 
photographs, mounted an a common saw-buck. The two slender 
rounds at the top are removed and the saw-buck turned upside 
down. The ends of the cross sticks are rounded off and the , 
stand stained with walnut dye, and varnished. The portfolio is 
made of two large sized pieces of stiff cardboard, covered with 
brown denim. The ribbons to tie and the scarf to decorate, 
should be a lighter shade of brown or good contrasting yellow. 
Needle and thread are quite superflous in making these and the 
pretty photograph holder, La Page's glue is the best medium, for 
it truly sticketh closer than a brother. 

In England embroidered chair backs are very popular, and 
will, undoubtedly, be very fashionable here soon. The em- 
broidery is done with silks and flax threads on a linen founda- 
tion. A lovely one described, is done with a large number of 
different colored silks ; every little stitch being set apart from 
the rest, thes whole creating a rich harmony suggestive of 
Indian work. 

Exceedingly pretty are the snow stars worked with colored 
threads in such a manner that a " shot " effect is secured. These 
designs are used on many of the pillow shams, side board alips 
and tea cloths. 

Many ingenious housewives arrange for themselves a corner 
table, by having a piece of wood fitted in with little silk or 
cretonne curtains, attached to the edge, run on to a cord. These 
draw partially, or quite close, and hide all sorts of odds and 
ends beneath the table. Above the table is a dado of drawn 
art muslin or Chinese matting, with a shelf above it. 

Small fret- work wheelbarrows fitted with tins and filled with 
flowers, are sometimes used for table decoration, one at each of 
the four corners of a center cloth, ij this latter is of gold colored 
plush, pushed or wrinkled up in the centre, and the flowers 
yellow, the effect is very good. 

Circular willow fruit baskets, some in their natural color, 
others peeled, and a few gilded, have been used to adorn many 
a fashionable dinner taflle this Autumn. They are literally sunk 
in billows of soft silk, which effect is gained by introducing un- 
even bunches of cotton underneath the silk. At one dinner 
party the baskets were brown, the silk yellow, while rich-hued 
Virginia creeper tendrils strayed over the folds. The lamp and 
candle shades were yellow, with a spray of the creeper laid on each. 

The latest color introduced into towel borders is a genuine 
canary yellow. 

The four leaf clover pen-wipers, with a fragrant red or white 
blossom in the center, are not only dainty accessories to one's 
desk, but by many are held to bring as much good luck as the 
genuine leaf. 

Plain white net lined with yellow satine or silesia, makes an 
attractive bed cover, with round bolsters similarly covered. 
These look particularly well with white and gold bedsteads. 
The plain, white counterpane is being almost entirely superceded 
by the colored one of silk or cretonne lined with a color, with 
which the inconvenient, white linen pillow sham is a superfluity. 

People who have unoccupied corners in their rooms may 
make use of them, and give themselves a comfortable lounging 
place, by hanging a hammock across the corner. When not oc- 
cupied it can be hooked back against the wall or taken down 
altogether. In hanging it, the head should be six and a fourth 
feet from the floor, the lower end three and three fourths feet ; 
this curve gives the greatest ease of position. The head end 
should be fastened to the work by a rope only a foot long, or 
even less, while that which attaches the foot should be four and 
a half feet long. The object of this arrangement is to give the 
lower part of the bodo freedom in swinging, while the head al- 
most stationary. 

A beautiful sofa pillow is of Nile green velvet, with a silver 
sheen, and embroidered in constella trains of small silver stars, 
held in a network of silver, wrought with fine metal thread. A 
narrow silver fringe edges the pillow. 
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